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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: "There is no sounder military maxim than that if
you can find out with certainty what your enemy doesn't want you to do,
it is worth taking big risks to do it.

 

"Our enemy is now primarily, even if directed from Wall Street, within
our gates, and it is clear for anyone to see that he is determined to
raise prices - he calls it ‘controlled inflation’, so as to tax you
without calling ite taxation, and to tax you by taxation, as well. The
object of this is to transfer increasing buying power from the silly
sheep he is shearing, to the inner clique which is playing world

ae pgepee eae - C.H. Douglas (1946)
 

CHINA: THE BEGINNING OF THE AFTERMATH: "The Chinese Government yester-
day launched a chilling psychological campaign to flush out students
and dissidents responsible for the pro-democracy rally in Beijing that
ended in a massacre of 1,400 freedom fighters..."

- The Australian, June 12th

 

 

So it's back to the "traditional" Communist terror now as the people's
protest has been crushed by military might. How many millions of ordi-
nary men and women, boys and girls, have had their lives snuffed out by
the forward march of Communist terror, will never be known. We expect
"things" to be fairly quiet from China for a time, whilst the State
terror-machine "restores order". We do not need to elaborate to our
readers!

As we predicted in the last issue of On Target the Chinese in Hong Kong
are "feeling" the terror in Beijing, and we are satisfied, by listening
to China "old-hands", people who should know, that some 10% of the Hong
Kong Chinese will want to emigrate, and quickly. Many of such Chinese
people would know full-well that the Party apparatus in Beijing would
very much like to bring them under police control for one reason or
another; e.g. genuine anti-Communist activity, potential to lead an
uprising against the State, vast amounts of money, property - which
would almost certainly be confiscated, etc., etc.
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Australia could expect to be under some sort of pressure to take -
say - 200,000 of these Chinese people. Equal or larger numbers will
endeavour to emigrate to the United States, Canada, and elsewhere.
Many will want to go to Britain; another headache for Mrs. Thatcher.
This could be a headache for even Mr. Hawke,as these Hong Kong Chinese
want to get out now, right now. But whoever is sitting on the Treasury
benches in Canberra in the next few short years will "cop the flack" on
the immigration question; and the main reason is likely tobe the state
of the Australian economy. Whereas, as we explained in a recent issue
of On Target, we believe the Money Power is trying to avoid anything
like a dpression, the fact remains that our economy won't be anybetter,
and will probably become slowly worse. Our point is that these condi-
tions are not conducive to large-scale immigration, and should the
situation become out of hand, with the onset of a severe recession,
then immigration becomes dynamite for the government of the day.

Prime Minister Hawke has warned (as if we didn't know) that the events
in China have thrown Sino-Australian trade into doubt. Mr. Hawke set
great store by his "cultivation" of China: he was bending over back-
wards to woo the China leadership.
No-one out here (or maybe elsewhere) knows exactly what is going on in
China at this very moment (apart from the terror). It can be said that
the policy of setting great store by trade policies with totalitarian
governments, with their evolving leadership struggles and blood-baths,
has proved to be a foolish one.

THE DIRGE FOR MACPHEE: "The blinkered, blimpish, local cabal that cut
short the illustrious political career of Ian Macphee on Saturday may
be feeling smug and self-satisfied this morning. As they see it
through their blue-tinted spectacles, they have rid the Liberal Party
of its most prominent small '1l' liberal, a man of unsound views, non-
conformist tendencies and disconcerting assertiveness.."

Editorial, The Age (Melbourne), June 12th

 

So laments the "Spencer Street Soviet", as The Age is referred to, by
the trade, in Victoria.
We do not share the opinion of The Age with respect to Ian Macphee, and
we do not lament his departure from Australian political life. We
consider Ken Aldred, who won the Deakin pre-selection, tobe a far
better candidate.

We assert what no voices in the mass media will assert, that Ian
Macphee was rejected at the grassroots by his selectors. He didn't
fall foul of the Liberal Party leadership: Peacock was all for him,
and the Liberal Party President, John Elliott, attempted to keep
Macphee in the Party. Even Malcolm Fraser put in a plug for hin,
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perhaps thinking himself, really, to be an Eminent Person whose opinion
would carry all before it. Rather would the reverse be the case.
Malcolm Fraser carries less and less weight in the Liberal Party.
Michelle Grattan of The Age says his (Macphee's) replacement on the
Shadow Ministry by Senator Robert Hill is a "good one". We say it is
a bad one: Robert Hill is of the same ilk as Ian Macphee. No doubt
Andrew Peacock thinks he is giving the small 'ls' in the Party and in
the broad electorate another Macphee "voice" - thus stemming any loss
of support. If the grassroots rejected Macphee, the grassroots will
reject Robert Hill. We do not feel that the Liberal leadership
realises what is going on at the grassroots of Australian electoral
life, and we are not going to expend our energies to educate them.
The Fabian mob have a better notion of activities at the grassroots.
PARTY POLITICS (This comment from Ron Gostick, National Director of
the Canadian League of Rights, as given in Canadian On Target, May 22nd):

 

 

..--Party politics does not tend to unite the electorate, but to
divide it into contending and often divisive factions. Its main thrust
is to centralise power into the hands of the 'leader', and those who
control and manipulate the central party machinery. By its very
nature, this drive for power seems to require central control of party
propaganda, image-making and ‘public relations' (mind-conditioning) -
so necessary to win elections - which becomes the essence of the party
game, reducing any party to little more than a machine to gain and
retain power to control people and the public purse.

 

"The Reform Party, for instance, ran a number of candidates in last
fall's federal election on a platform which implied major reform of
our present 'open-door' immigration policy which is swamping our
country with a tidal wave of Third-World refugees and immigrants. But
when grassroots R.P. members in North Vancouver overwhelmingly chose
as their reform candidate Doug Collins, a journalist of renowned
courage and integrity who long has been battling for changes in our
immigration policy along the lines implied by the R.P. platform, what
happened? R.P. leader, Preston Manning, refused to sign Collins'
nomination papers because he was too controversial and outspoken. His
constituents wants him as their rep, but the "leader', not the local
constituents, evidently had the final say as to whom the North
Vancouver electors may choose to represent them. Incidentally, one of
the promises in R.P. literature is to give more say and power to con-
stituents in the selection and control of their public representatives!

"No, the solution to our political problem does not involve the
creation of more party power-machines. Rather, it involves the accep-
tance of personal responsibility to the electors to take the action
necessary to regain control over their public representatives and
governments, regardless of party labels. And the reform measures
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taken by Switzerland a century ago when faced by some of the problems
wracking our country today, and the excellent results they achieved
through constitutional reform giving electorates a real say in policy-
making and control over their governments through measures known as
Initiative Referendum and Recall, offer some constructive guidelines
for Canadians today.

 

"There are countless thousands of fine, dedicated Canadians disillu-
Sioned today but looking for answers. They're in the Reform Party,
the Christian Heritage Party, indeed in all parties. Now they must
devise a strategy for uniting their efforts along the lines that have
so successfully regenerated the constitutional and political system
in Switzerland.

"We'll have more to say on this question in coming months..." (End of
Ron Gostick's comments.)
BRIEF COMMENTS: The HawKeating Government is feeling the hot blast of
protest from the electorate over the savage 17% interest rates. In
spite of the fact that Brother Keating has insisted that taxation
exemption on savings account interest is "not on", Mr. Hawke is
wobbling: his Government is now "considering" the issue.

 

What marvellous things politicians can achieve when they feel the heat
of the electoral blow-torch!
We well recall that Brother Keating, a matter of days before the March
1983 election, which propelled him into the Treasurership, insisted
that deregulation of the banking system was not a goer. After some
three weeks on the High Mountain in Washington and New York, etc., he
came back to Australia a New Boy. Guess what? Deregulation of the
banking system in Australia was just what Australia needed. No country
is now an island, you know. And marvellous benefits would accrue to
Australians because of the competition which the overseas banks will
force on Australia's banking scene.

 

 

 

Well, what about the present 17% interest rates? Well, sorry about
that, but better that than the plunge of the dollar, a severe reces-
Stor, et. ai.

* * * * *
We read (The Age, June 12th) that the Kremlin chieftains are consider-
ing the elimination of a third of the Soviet Government ministries,
and that the remainder decentralise power among the nation's 15
republics.
No doubt this is what Mr. Gorbachev wants: he knows he must streamline
the Soviet's hideous bureaucracy before he can begin to bring someefficiency into the system. It might alleviate ethnic unrest, also.
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